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title of " Count of the Federates."l He seems to have contemplated extensive reforms in matters of military discipline and administration; and, so far as the war in the East was concerned, he displayed real vigour and ability. " To him/7 writes Menander,2 " the Persian Wax was everything, and to that he devoted his whole strength/' The Western provinces, on the other hand, were abandoned to their fate. Hordes of tall, blond Slaves were allowed to overrun Thrace, Illyricum, and Northern Greece, and in Italy the inroads of the Lombards were entirely unchecked. When Pamphronius came from Eome with the tribute and an urgent request for succour, Tiberius (then Caesar) would do no more than return the money to the envoy, with the advice " that he should, if possible, induce some of the Lombard chiefs, by the hope of gain, to pass over with their forces to the side of the Eomans, to abstain from troubling Italy any more, and to help the Eomans in the war in the East. But if the Lombards, as was likely to be the case, rejected his proposals, he should take a different course, and gain the assistance of some of the Frank chiefs by gifts of money, and so weaken and break the power of the Lombards."3
When Gregory reached Constantinople, his first act naturally was to present himself, in company with the other members of the second embassy, before this easy-tempered Emperor, and endeavour once more to persuade him to come to the relief of Italy. The ambassadors were kindly received, and their mission was not entirely without result. "At that time," writes the contemporary historian Menander,4 " the war with the Persians in Armenia and throughout the East, so far from being completed, was becoming more and more serious. The Emperor could not therefore send to Italy a force sufficient for its requirements. Nevertheless, he collected and sent such troops as he could, and for the rest he earnestly endeavoured to win over to his side some of the Lombard chiefs with promises of great rewards. And in consequence of his overtures several of them actually did pass over to the side of the Eomans/'5 Such was the effect of the embassy of Pelagius. When they
1  Theophanes Clvron. A. M. 6074; Cedrenus, vol. i. p. 690.
2  Menander Hist. 25 (ed. Bonn. p. 328).           3 Ibid. 25.            4 Ibid. 29. 5 E.g. Droctulph, a Suavian by birth, who had been brought up among the
Lombards, and had obtained by his valour the title and position of duke. IPor him, see Paul. Hist. Leung, iii. 18,19.           Itm                               it            l*i tlw  J* <t mill l*t
